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People that are interested in snakes and who want to

acquaint themselves with their way of life and even
bring them into their houses, take care of them in a
terrarium and breed them, are laughed at by most
people or even greatly criticised.The life threatening
venomous bite from a snake is always brought up.
Of the almost 3000 species alive today, only about

410 species have an effective venom delivery sys-
tem. And most of these snakes are hardly dangerous
to man. They have a weakly acting venom, are often
reluctant to bite, are very rare or live hidden and

normally speaking never encounter people.

The contribution of Mavromichalis appears to confirm
the dangers of keeping snakes in the terrarium. Are

the problems that occurred with the biting incident,
that was described, really necessary? Without a
doubt, all snake enthusiasts will agree with me that
keeping venomous snakes by private people, should
be an exception and that responsible obligations to

society should strongly limit the risk.

ln contrast to what many opponents to keeping exotic
animals say, it has to he said that under certain con-
ditions these animals are certainly suited to being
kept in the terrarium, if they are treatedwith the ne-
cessary respect.

As with keeping any other wild animal in private
hands, be it as a hobby or for research purposes,

,
keeping snakes demands a great deal of personal
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responsibility towards the animal and its living
environment.

Keeping dangerous reptiles and in particular ve-
nomous snakes, requires, aside from the species-spe-
cific care requirements, all kinds of special facilities to
avoid the possible dangers that could arise from

dealing with these animals. Therefore only snake

keepers with years of experience should involve
themselves with these animals. Apart from the requi-
red know-ledge, these terrarium keepers should also
be able to guarantee conditions that make the risks to
man and animal as small and predictable as possible.

The working group snakes, of the ”Deutsche Gesel-
lschaft für Herpetologie und Terrarienkunde E.V.

(DGHT)" based itself on the experience of numerous
snake keepers, to support interested terrarium kee—

pers. They also wrote 0 note on keeping venomous
snakes in private terraria for government represen-
tatives that evaluate the keeping of venomous snak-

es. This memorandum can be requested on the ho-

mepage of the DGHT (http//www.dght.declick on AG

Schlangen). 0ne has to realise that biting accidents

can never be ruled out with absolute certainty.

As a rule, it is not advisable that the keeper himself
should keep a stock of the specific mono- or poly—

valent antiserum. This is, however, regularly pre-
scribed by government institutions. It only gives
more security in those cases where immediate clini—

cal treatment is not possible because of distance and
where professional treatment, with an antiserum
and any possible side effects, is not assured locally.
There are several reasons why a keeper of veno-
mous snakes should go directly to a suitable me-
dical institution instead of doctoring himself:- the li-

mited time fluid or freeze—dried antisera can be sto-
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To further increase security, agreements were made
with Berlin Friedrichsfelde and Leipzig Zoo whereby
their stocks can also be used for first aid. There are
also contacts with the toxicological department of the
technical university in Munich (ToxikologischenAbtei-

lung (] T.MedizinischeKlinik) of the Klinikums Rechts

der lsar der Technischen Universitat München). The

contacts with these serum stocks are also important
because the Serum Depot Verein Berlin, now not only
has members in Berlin but also in surrounding Ger-

man federal states.

All warnings and bans will not keep many an enthu-

siastic snake keeper from keeping venomous snakes.
While keeping dangerous animals cannot be advised,
it should also not be condemned indiscriminately. It is
much more important to guide this hobby in the right
direction and ensure the proper conditions for both

people and animals.

Translation: Ron Winkler
Corrections:Mark Wootten
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